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Gary Van Ooteghem

'My Right to Be
What I Am'

"That guy must be crazy to give up a
$26,000 job," was one reaction to Gary Van
Ooteghem's public announcement that he was
homosexual, and his dismissal from his
job as Harris County's Comptroller of the
Treasury.

"The only thing that really bothers
me about it is having to give up my dogs,"
frowned Van Ooteghem. "Don It get me
wrong. I love living comfortably," he
said, surveying the $72,000 house he is
putti ng up for sale. "But there are cer-
tain things I believe in more than money -
my right to be what I am and be honest.
You have to make a stand somewhere. To
do anything less than that because of
money would be like I was bought off. II

• The catalyst for Gary's decision to
come out publicly was Air Force Sgt.
Leonard Matlovich. Matlovich, with a

-'

sparkling l2-year career military record,
drew nationwide attention in March when
he told his superiors that he was gay.
Gary went to Washington, D.C. to meet him
in JUly. "I wanted to pass on my respect
to him. That's courageous what he did -
especially in the military." They spent
fi ve "really great" days together, and
that was when Gary made up his mind to
make his own public disclosure.

He also got a taste of lobbying, as
he, Matlovich, and Bruce Voeller of the
National Gay Task Force visited Senators
'on Matlovicty's behalf. They also en-

\ listed Senate co-sponsors for the Abzug
gay civil, rights bill. "A lot of Senators
were worried about it being a very contro-
versial bill. But they'd say, "Ge t six
other Senators on it and then weill co-
sponsor it. I So we got more than six who
a 11 said the sam e thing ."

Gary related how a former aide of
Sen. Mark Hatfield played a key role.-
The aide wrote Hatfield, asked to meet
with him, and told him he was gay. Hat-
field was impressed - they had worked to-
gether a long time before. "It changed
his way of thinking - so much so that
Hatfield was the first definite co-sponsor
we had." In addition, Sen. Cranston had
an aide who came out. He is going to
personally take charge of Cranston's lia-
son with the gay community, and may even
start a gay caucus of aides to Congress-
members.

Not all the reactions were supportive
though. "We asked Barbara Jordan (U.S.
Rep. from Houston) for her support for
Matlovich and also for the gay civil
rights bill. Her reaction was that she
comes from a marginal area and doesn't
want to get involved in anything contro-
versial right now." (Jordan won her last
election with 85% of the vote.)

When he got back to Houston, Gary
told his boss, Hartsell Gray, of his
intention to address Commissioners Court

continued on page 6



Spirit 0169
Over the past several years, there

has been a growing realization that the
federal government has an enormous impact
on the lives of America's 20 million gay
women and men. This conference is being
called to explore a number of ways in
which this impact is being felt.

The purposes of the conference are
to more clearly define the goals of gay
rights in the federal context, to con-
tribute to the mutual education of those
interested in the rights of gay people,
to improve communication, and to provide
a basis for effective remedial action.

All conference events will be held
at All Soul's Church, 16th and Harvard,
N.W., in Washington, D.C.

Registration for the conference is
open to anyone who· desires to attend.
However~ the total number of registrants
is limited~ so you are encouraged to reg-
ister early. The registration fee is
$6.50 per person if you register before
September 15, 1975. The fee is $12.00
after that date. This fee includes lunch
and dinner on Oct. 11, dinner on Oct. 12,
and lunch on Oct. 13. In addition, all
registrants will receive information pack-
ages for all panel sessions attended.

Important: GAA/DC is compiling a
list of private housing for registrants
from out of town on a first-come, first-
served basis. If you wish to take ad-
vantage of this option, register early.
They will try to provide as much of this
housing as possible.

Send check or money order to:

BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE
GAA/DC
Box 2554
Washington, D.C. 20013
Tel: (202) 544-8042

Women's Calendar
Some women in Austin are putting to-

gether a Women's Community Calendar which
will feature photographs enlarged to
about 8~" x 12~", pri nted in continuous
tone, possibly in brown ink, on recycled
light beige heavy stock. They plan to
pay about $35 per page. They are getting
permission from identifiable people in
the photographs to use their pictures--
written is best. If anyone would like
to send them photos to be considered,
please write on the back in soft pencil,
or on a separate piece of paper attached
to the back: your name, address, phone,
some description of the picture and of
the photographer. Also send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope that will hold
the photos for the return trip. They
need them by September 15th at the very
1atest.

The theme is women's communities:
the lives we live, our rites and cele-
brations, our work, our children, our
feelings.

Please send photos to:
travelinglight
c/o Robin Birdfeather
P.O. Box 6063
Austin, Texas 78762

Pointblank Times is published 12 times per year by the Pointblank Times Collective.
Opinions expressed herein are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Pointblank Times Collective.
Mailing address:
Next Deadline:

P. O. Box 14643, Houston, Texas 77021
September 10, 1975

We welcome all contributions. It would help us save time if articles could be typed
double space, with a line length of 80 characters. Please enclose a self-addressed,
stamped antelope if you wish to have your contribution returned to you.
Staff: Alison McKinney/Amanda/Barbara Cigainero/Ellen/Linda Lovell/

Pokey Anderson/Vicki Glasgow
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Dear Sisters:
I just got a copy of your wonderful

magazine and I was thrilled to read it.
I want to congratulate you for a much
needed publication. I wish you could
have more articles about gay life though.
There are many like myself who are dis-
covering our sexuality but we need en-
couragement. There are so many questions.
Is there such a thing as being naturally
gay? Ever since I first enjoyed a
rather intimate relationship with my
girlfriend about ten years ago (rim 20
now) it has been impossible for me to
get emotionally and sexually involved
with a man. I now realize that only
another woman who turns me on and vice
versa can satisfy all my needs.

I was nine or ten when my girl-
friend and I enjoyed each otherls touches
and kisses. I remember having enjoyed

our intimacy completely. She moved away
soon afterwards leaving me with my "re-
gular" girlfriends I knew. Since then
live never had sexual contact with another
woman. rtls impossible for me to approach
another woman with any sexual intent on
my mind. I have many friends as I am
popular among them, and most people like
me. But sometimes I need sex.

Now I only masturbate, thinking of
the girls I would like to make love to.
Do you think that is abnormal? Can a
person just be natura 11y gay? Any com-
ments you can offer will be appreciated
because right now I am having an extreme-
ly frustrated and unfulfilled sex life.

11m still living with my parents
and sometimes my mother opens my letters.

Love you,
Debbie

Dear Debbie:
Thank you for your letter and for your interest in and suggestions concerning

Pointblank Times. rt is difficult to answer your questions because 1) we donlt have all
the answers and 2) you indicate that a letter to you might be intercepted. It is in-
deed sad when we must be hesitant to even write about gayness for fear of causing a
painful confrontation between you and your parents.

You said in your letter that you are 20 years old and that your only experience
with another female was at the age of ten. This, of course, does not necessarily
indicate that you are gay. Many people have same-sex experiences at a young age with
a friend, and there is certainly nothing unnatural about these experiences. Most
people are born with the capacity to love members of their own sex. Speculation is that
we are all born bisexual. But, social conditioning and "rules" generally pound this
capacity down, until, in many people, the thought of sex with a person of the same sex
is somehow "wrong" or "unnatural". And so people are taught to suppress all feelings
of sexual love for their same sex. Women, for instance, are taught to compete with,
be prettier than, a better cook, dancer, or femme fatale than, other women. We are
taught not to even like each other, much less love each other. And men, in the same way,
are taught to be better than each other, more successful, richer, etc.-to compete, not
to love. This makes for a very uptight society.

I did not mean to get so heavy-let me give you a quote that I read many years ago,
when I was worried that I might not be "naturalil-when I questioned my own gayness, and
its validity. The quote is from Truman Capote's book Other Voices, Other Rooms and the
words are spoken by a character who is homosexual:

liThebrain may take advice, but not the heart, and love, having
no geography, knows no boundaries. Weight and sink it deep: no
matter. It will rise and find the surface. And why not? Any
love is natural and beautiful that lies within a personls nature."
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You say in your letter that you are discovering your own sexuality and that you
need encouragement. I cannot encourage you to be gay. If you feel that you want to
be gay, go ahead. Whatever you feel is natural. No one else can tell you what is
natural or good or right for you. You must tell yourself. For me, loving whoever I
choose to love, or sleeping with whomever I choose to sleep with, with or without love,
is good and right and natural, because I express what I feel and do not force myself
to express feelings which are contrary to my own body or mind. Life is too short for
me to live mine in accordance with other people's rules. I must make my own rules. And
a major rule of mine is to express myself sexually and emotionally with whomever I feel
the need to express myself, whether that be a man or a woman.

Certainly it is not abnormal to masturbate to any fantasy, whether it involves
sleeping with women you know or not. You seem to express a need in your letter to
meet other women who love women. Our society has made this difficult for us. Gay women
are everywhere, but few are all that obvious because they fear reprisal, loss of jobs,
disapproval from parents, acquaintances, etc. In Houston, I can only give a few sug-
gestions. The National Organization for Women has a group called the Sexuality and
Lesbianism Task Force which meets each month at the Women's Center, 3602 Milam. Coordi-
nator for the Task Force is Pokey Anderson, who is also a member of the Pointblank
Times Collective. The next meeting is September 11, at the Women's Center at 7:30 pm.
The only other places where you might meet other women are gay bars. Specifically there
are two which you might enjoy visiting. One is Marion and Lynn's at 817 Fairview and
the other is Ursula's at 1512 W. Alabama. Both bars are owned and run by gay women and
cater mostly to women. I believe that you can visit either place without feeling hassled.
Generally women simply go to bars to talk, play games like pool or pinball, have drinks,
dance, etc.

Peace,
Linda J. Lovell

Other than these suggestions, I can think of very few ideas for meeting other
women. Please do not worry about your sexua1ity--you sound perfectly natural to me!
Books you might read are Sappho Was a Right-On Woman by Sidney Abbot and Barbara Love,
Lesbian/Woman by Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon, Rubyfruit Jungle by Rita Mae Brown, and
Out of the Closets3 Voices of Gay Liberation3 edited by Karla Jay and Allen Young. All
of these may be ordered through Mary Ross Rhyne, proprietor of the University Blvd.
Bookstore on University Blvd. Also, if you would like to write anythin.g on your feelings
about gayness for the Pointblank Times, please do so, and we will be glad to consider it
for publication.

I hope that I have been of some help to you. I know your situation is difficult
and perhaps painful, but I truly believe that if you just let yourself be and follow your
own feelings, everything will work out. Good luck and please keep in touch with us. We
do care about you and will want to know how you are doing.

more (matron)

- ~ - .... - -- - - -- _ ... - - -- ~ ..•..• ---- ..•- --- ~ _ ... ~-.-..,
SUBSCRIPTION RATES for 12 issues
of Pointblank Times (check amount
enclosed)

$3 (regular)
$5 (contributing)
$10 (sustaining)

Pointblank Times
P. O. Box 14643
Houston, Tx. 77021
New Subscribers
Name _
Address _
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I am you/and you are me/and we are all
together

She plods hardheeled
around this cafeteria
endlessly
emptying ashtrays
into her cart
of ever dirty dishes
Woman body arching

over
table
after
table

Woman hands knowing
the next
dish will
never be
the last

Living
out her birthright
Sisyphus in a soiled apron.

Karen Alexander

Note: Sisyphus was a mythical king who was condemned to eternally roll a boulder up a
hill in Hades~ only to have it roll back.

Featuring

Fun, Favors & Food

1st Annual

Octoberfest

Oct. 3,4., 5
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Right to Be
cant. from page 1

on gay ci vi 1 ri ghts. "He forbi d me to
go, and wrote me an ultimatum letter
saying 'You are to confine yourself to
the offi ce.' I went anyway."

On August 1, Gary Van Ooteghem an-
nounced he was gay before a packed Com-
missi oners Court and asked that the Corl-
missioners take affirmative action to
resist discrimination against gay people.
County Treasurer Hartsell Gray had al··
ready fired him the day before, calling
him a "brilliant accountant," and deny-
ing that homosexuality was a factor in
the firing.

"On the side Gray to 1d me that if I
went and gave a speech - if I were then
a known homosexual - that it would endan-
ger his budget and he would lose staff
over it. He thinks the commissioners
are not going to tolerate county funds
being paid to a homosexual - especially
one in such a high position. And that's
the kind of pressure they probably
would have exerted on him."

"His official reason for dismissing
me was that I was politicking on county
time. Ever since I've been here it's
been my function to be in Commissioner's
Court representing the Treasury. I don't
see addressing them on the civil rights
thing as out of context with anything
that should be done."

Van Ooteghem (pronounced like Van
Nottingham) had come into a Treasury
office where "no one knew exactly what
they we re supposed to do." Wi thi n seven
months, he was only a few months away
from implementing "the most sophisticatei
data processing system the state has
seen. I'm only sorry that now I won't
be able to see it through." He volun-
tarily stayed and worked with the staff
an extra week to help them through the
present crucial phase, but he is con-
cerned that the whole system will go down
the drain without proper administration.

Gary first realized he was gay about
fifteen years ago, when he was in the
Navy. "I was gay 1ong before that, but

there's a point when all of a sudden you
realize that you're gay, and you're at
peace with yourself because now you know
what all these different little feelings
are and it fits in." He and his lover
of eleven years were "pretty much stay-
at-home people. Except for a couple of
couples, we never had any gay friends."
After they broke up last summer, Gary
went out to meet new peop 1e. In the
process, he turned three bored gay sun-
bathers and a newly-purchased volleyball
net into a Chicago volleyball group now
numbering about 300. They even gave him
an award called Fondling Father.

For the immediate future, Gary is
selling his house and furniture, and
has already given up his two dogs. He
sees rocky financial times ahead, at
least for a while. He may start his own
accounting firm, either in Houston or
Chicago. His decision will rest partly
on where he thinks he can make the best
livelihood while still having the time
and freedom to continue working in the
gay civil rights movement.

Two of the gleams in his eye are a
national gay volleyball tournament, and
a health club for gays. "I think, you
know, with as many of us as there are,
we should expect the best and there's no
reason to have anything less than the
best. All you have to do is go for it."

Last but not least, Gary wou~dn't
mind settling down with a lover again.
"Sure, only this time it would be really
be super to have someone I could share
lots of friends with. I mean, you learn
so much from other people because they're
all so neat. Like, had I not met Matlo-
vich--that triggered something in my
life that set a whole new direction."

He eventually hopes to be rein-
stated in his job. The Houston chapter
of the American Civil Liberties Union
has taken his case, and they think they
have a good chance to win. In the mean-
time, Gary is sounding out additional
courses of action with Houston's gay
community. "I think that the times are
changing, and I'm here to help them
change too, the best I can."

Pokey Anderson
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Woman

Conversation

with a

Successful

My aunt is a good looking, well-
dressed woman of 57 who took a job as
a secretary when her children grew up
and is now vice president of the firm.
The following is my recollection of a
conversation I had with her in her kit-
chen one Saturday afternoon while she
put away groceries and drank her scotch
and water.

Her: Are you still working with that law firm, Ellen?
Me: For a little while longer anyway. I am going to start school again this fall

to ger-qualified to be a teacher.
Her: A teacher? Are you serious? I expected more of you, Ellen. You have what

it takes to get ahead in business, and a teacher probably doesn't make as much as you do
as a secretary.

Me: I'd be happier doing something meaningful to me even if it meant living on less
money. I just don't like business life.

(My aunt looks at me with pity, her eyes saying "poor naive dreamer .")
Her: How can you be happy without money? r~oney is the most important thing in life!

And besides, business can be fun. ~1y job is delightful, I can't wa it to go to work in
the morning. It's like a game, you see. I know what they want and I give it to them
and get paid a damned good salary too. Those men I work with are so stupid! I am the
only woman at the board meetings and sometimes they sit around talking about how inferior
or trivial women are, and it's hilarious, me sitting there agreeing with them and they
don't see how ridiculous it is. I am smarter than all of them, know more about the busi-
ness than all of them. It's like my own private joke; I have them all fooled.

Me: Why do you agree with them if you know it isn't true? Why don't you point out
to them the irony of what they are saying?

Her: You have to be clever to get ahead, Ellen. You've got to know what they want
and give it to them. If you go swimming at the beach and the tide is coming in, you
would be stupid to try and swim out, you've got to ride the currents, not fight them,
if you want to get anywhere. If it makes them feel better to put down women, I have no
duty to them to point out their stupidity. I have to bite my cheek to keep from laugh-
ing out loud sometimes, though, they don't see through me like I see through them.
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~------------------------------------------------------

(She fixes herself another drink and sits down.)
Her: That firm needs me. If anyone wants to know anything about the business, I

am the one they come to for the answer, because I am the one who has the answers. I
know more about that firm than anyone else in it because I make it my business to know.
That's how I got the position I have, that's why they pay me the good money they pay
me. Now they expect me to have the answers, and it's hard to have that to live up to.
I put in lots of hours overtime going through the files to keep current; but it's fun.
And they like me in the office, they kid with me, and if I wear a new outfit they tell
~e how nic~ it looks--not that I care what they think. I know what they want and I pro-
Ject that lmage, and no one sees what I am doing, how I am beating them at their own
game. They talk about how stupid women are, yet it's me they come to if they need some-
thing done, they pick my brain, but that's why they pay me the salary, so I don't mind.
It's just a lot of fun, don't you see? I get paid for playing games even though there
is nothing I would rather be doing. I am using them, you see. I am beating the system
that says women can't get ahead, and they're too stupid to even see that. It's just a
lot of fun. That job is my life.

* * * * *
Driving home, replaying the conversation in my head, it occurred to me that this

successful business woman had a lot in common with a successful prostitute, and I
wanted to laugh and cry and scream all at once. Maybe you had to be there.

Ellen

--Feedbac,,--
dear pbt collective,

i have been waiting a long time--sorting and gathering my own feelings about the
publication, ergo, I wish to offer a few criticisms and suggestions.

although the pbt is a fine struggling publication that (appears to) offer(s) com-
munity involvement, i see too many contradictions from my vantage point, for the pbt to
survive for any length of time.

the first is the obvious fact that the collective consists of only 8 people, and
of course, the "strain is beginning to show." the second is the mentality of the collec-
tive, which is that the community should "submit" (an archaic literary term which should
be replaced by contribute) material to the collective. i feel that the second contradic-
tion is a result of the first. these are contradictions, to me, because i cannot feel
any community involvement with a publication that asks that my works be merely submitted
and judged by someone else's values. i assume that your criteria are readability, gram-
matical correctness, and lesbian/feminist consciousness raising values.

i did not list the above criteria in the above order by accident, because i believe
the criteria also involve class contradiction. a poor or working class person with
small exposure to these tools is not going to begin to feel competent enough to partici-
pate and contribute within these guidelines. its hard enough for us "literary ungeniuses",
such as me, to compose a letter. and how many more are there of us? i believe that the
destructive societal attitudes that we've been taught about creativity should be a self
and other confrontation issue establishing criteria to work by. i also feel that by main-
taining a small judgmental collective, many community resources are not being drawn on.
do you know who reads pbt and why, or who doesn't and why, and what the lesbian community
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I.
wants? what is the point of the pointbZank times? the community is asked to donate
money, buy issues, submit articles--but is the community involved?

i have worked on underground papers, radio shows, been on tv and found the same
problem in each situation; an audience that was appreciative but whose lives were not
truly touched. nor did i know who they were. the only time i found myself to be a
part of an actual process of community involvement was in a cooperative situation: a
situation in which my control over "things" had less impact, but one in which my ego-
centricity was totally challenged. i feel that we're all conditioned by societal values
of competitiveness, rejection, and loss of personal power over our own lives and as a
result, tend to cling to what security and comfort we can find, while seeking viable
alternatives. i feel that our alternatives and values need to be questioned constantly,
lest we be led by our need for security and previous conditioning.

my suggestions for some alternatives are:
1) have a rotating staff with the continual presence of experienced and skilled

staff members. draw on the community for participation and rotation. ask for people
to work on the paper, not just to do the shitwork (an old leftist male tactic) and sub-
mit articles. don't be afraid of chaos and dissension--it's there anyway and has to be
dealt with. also, you are beautiful women with untapped strengths that new situations
can't help but expose.

2) works that are not printed should be maintained in a library that's accessible
to everyone. i know several people who would be glad to offer a portion of their homes
for this purpose, and how about the women's center.

3) get rid of the sterile rigid criteria--it's relating to the whole community
that counts. so what if an article is poorly spelled and grammatically incorrect, does
it get the point across? and how about more bilingual articles and people on the staff?

4) encourage criticism (need i say more?)
put out issues that deal specifically with: humanism vs. feminism (is there a vs.

there?), economic oppression (socialist and capitalist--is there a best way--what, why
and what does everyone else think?) (dialogue is important here and much feedback),
anger (where are its roots--where are the roots of altruism?), bar trips and how every-
one oppresses others, affection and support vs. cruising and used up relationships,
criticism--what constitutes self and community criticism in
a constructive manner as well as sensitive one, ability to
listen and not be threatened, rather to discourse, ad nauseum, ~
but you get the idea. ~ ~

5) love yourselves enough to take a rest--you deserve it.
with love and support
(unsigned)
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PBThoughts
To the author of the above:

Your letter gave us the opportunity to initiate some serious introspection and to
describe to our readers some of our behind-the-scenes work. We appreciate your criti-
cism and we want to respond to several of the issues you raised.

Implied in your letter were the ideas that 1) the structure of PET restricts our
ability to foster community involvement and 2) that the best way for us to serve our
readership is to change our structure to en11st more staff from the community. To
answer these points, we want, first of all, to clarify who we are, what we do and why.

We are a group of eight women who function as a collective. To us, our collective
is a form of organization in which the privileges and duties of each member are clearly
defined but not rigidly assigned. Once a month we meet to vote and to assume our tasks.
For articles written by the readers, publication requires a simple majority (5 out of
8 votes); for articles written by the staff, it takes 6 votes. We feel this is a fairer
system than that used by most other publications, namely a system involving a few editors
with voting power and many staffers with dirty work and no voting power. This alternate
solution, which involves a larger number of people, is unfeasible for us because of
time, energy, space and equipment limitations.

While we do not think alike, and while there is considerable debate over some arti-
cles, we do have certain guidelines that we individually and collectively follow: inter-
est and/or importance to the gay community; literary or artistic merit (which category
includes clarity and originality of thought); and a lesbian and/or feminist perspective.
Very few manuscripts can be printed exactly as submitted; there are almost always spell-
ing, punctuation or grammatical changes to be made, regardless of the class or educa-
tional level of the writers. We strongly object to your assumption that all working
class people are poor wr iters and that we reject work solely on the basis of mastery of
spelling and grammar. We insist on some criteria because, obviously, we cannot (and
will not) print everything we receive because of labor, space and cost ...After voting and editing, copy goes to the member(s) who volunteer to do typing
and layout. We have one rented typewriter and one layout board. We have no office
space. Our lack of space and supplies prohibits more than one or two people from
working on these tasks at a time. Furthermore, our printers requested that the same
people wOtr~ with'wthem onla c~nSitstent ba~tiS ttOhfacihlitatle tdheirhwork and.to in~realse Iour exper lse. e are p annlng 0 recrUl 0 ers w 0 a rea y ave experlence ln ay-
out and printing, but we cannot yet serve as trainers for the community.

In our first issue, we said that our purpose was to be a vehicle through which
women could communicate. This is lithe point of the Pointblank Times." We are also
a business with certain businesslike features. We have deadlines, the same for our-
selves as for our readers, and we have procedures that we devised to maximize our
efficiency. Although we have experienced and survived chaos, we prefer to minimize
chaos by working with people we know and trust within a framework we find operational.
To charges of elitism, we respond that a relatively structured core group works better
for us than a large, ever-rotating group of unorganized, inexperienced volunteers.
Most of us have jobs and all of us have other commitments that keep us from being able
to donate time training large numbers of new people. These are feelings about our
structure and why we cannot canvass the entire local community to work on PET.
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We deny the implication that our structure makes our publication closed to com-
munity response. By soliciting reader-written articles (the number of which increases
every month) and by printing news and commentaries of interest to lesbians, we hope to
encourage gays to participate in gay activism. We strongly believe that there are
other ~vays for gay women to be involved than by working on PET. Our subscribers live
in Ohio, Virginia, Florida, Minnesota, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Illinois, New York, New
Jersey~ and eighteen cities in Texas. We suspect that we have readers in other states
as well. Obviously, our input from these readers is primarily articles and letters.
What we offer in return is information, support and encouragement for them to be active
in their communities.

Your list of suggested topics for future issues is excellent, and we hope that
you or some other reader will explore and share them with us. We would like to main-
tain a register of past articles, both accepted and rejected, but only with our
readers' full knowledge and approval.

Readers, we would like to hear more of your comments about us as you see us.
There will be an article in our October issue dealing in greater depth with our be-
ginnings, our triumphs and failures and our future.

hot flashes

Houston's Gay Political Caucus is
planning to invite the entire gay community
to its first big party. Local political
candidates will be invited both to share
their views on gay issues and to test
their athletic expertise in a volleyball
game, Candidates vs. Gays.

There will also be free beer and a
chance to register to vote in the fall
elections. Tentative time and place is
Sunday, September 21st, starting 2:30 pm
in Cherryhurst Park (a block north of
1530 Westheimer). Check your favorite
gay bar or GPC (523-4609) for final
deta ils.

* * * * * * * * * *
The 2nd Annual Lesbian Writers'

Conference will be held on September 19-21
in Chicago. Write Marie Kuda, Womanpress,
P.O. Box 59330, Chicago, Ill. 60645.

Peace,
Pointblank Times Collective
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Houston's Largest Selection Of

Feminist· Literature-Albums
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Trees
(from a painting from Vincent Van Gogh)

Stark
against dun-coloured sky
whispering branches attempt speech
against the howling,
March wind crying around
corners & trunks.
winter seeping through
cold
cracked earth-
draining away
making way.

Gaunt
tempered by storms
the past's rages-
the future's furies.
still standing firmly
daring to grow
even farther
in their thin ascent skyward.

Solitary
in barren field
and cloudless sky
lingering for the green
waiting for another chance/the second shot
new leaves
new trees again

i crouch carefully
my time will also come.

Lisa fenton 1


